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A systematic review of the Mini-Publics phenomenon, 
this book discusses their weaknesses, and recommends 
ways to make them a viable component of democracy. 

Contributors take stock of the diverse practices of 
deliberative mini-publics and, more concretely, look at 
preconditions, processes, and outcomes. The volume offers 
a critical assessment of the experience with mini-publics – 
in particular their lack of policy impact. 

Bringing together leading scholars in the field, notably 
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will speak to anyone with an interest in democracy and 
democratic innovations.
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‘comes at an urgent moment when many peoples are losing 
faith in the central institutions that constitute representative 
democracy... offers a science and philosophy to begin to 
rebuild that faith by reinventing the institutions  
of democratic engagement.’

Archon Fung, Ford Foundation Professor of  
Democracy and Citizenship, Harvard Kennedy School 

‘an outstanding volume that showcases the most  
up-to-date thinking and the latest research – both  
empirical and theoretical – on mini-publics.’

Simone Chambers
Professor of Political Science, University of Toronto 

‘contributions bring the reader up to date with 
developments in theory and practice, and open up new 
lines of theoretical and empirical enquiry.’

Albert Weale, Professor of Political Theory  
and Public Policy, University College London 

‘pools all important players in the field, providing 
a comprehensive overview of the current state of the art... 
indispensable for anybody interested in developments 
towards more deliberative forms of democracy.’

Brigitte Geißel, Head of the Democratic Innovations 
Research Unit, Goethe University, Frankfurt
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